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parties concerned, a confidential friend is sent

to the zeenahnah of the young lady's mother to
make her own observations on what passes with-
in ; and to ascertain, if possible, whether the
report brought by the female agent was true or
exaggerated; and finally, to learn if their son
would be received or rejected as a suitor, pro-
vided advances were made.

The female friend returns, after a day or two's
absence, to the anxious parents of the youth, and
details all she has seen or heard during her visit.
The young lady may, perhaps, have been seen
(this is not always conceded to such visitors),
in which case her person, her manners, her
apparent disposition, the hospitality and good
breeding of the mother and other members of
the zeenahnah, are described; and lastly, it is
hinted that, all other things suiting, the young-
lady being yet disengaged, the projected offer
would not be disagreeable to her parents.

The father of the youth then resolves on
sending a male agent in due form to nego-
tiate a marriage, unless he happens to be per-
sonally acquainted with the girl's father; in